
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2018 

Dear Parents: 

 

At the end of the school year, I sent home a letter about this year’s Confirmation program.  I’m following 

up now with more information.  Because our Confirmation date is early, the program needs to be 

abbreviated while at the same time taking care that our students are still well prepared to receive this 

important sacrament.  Please take some time to review the enclosed materials and contact me with any 

questions. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Program 2018 

 

● Sunday Mass Attendance.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that missing Holy 

Mass on Sundays or Holy Days is a grave sin.  Those preparing to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation must be actively practicing Catholics who are trying to live a life a grace.  Those 

not regularly attending Mass make themselves ineligible for Confirmation. 

 

● Application for Confirmation and the Sponsor Form.  These forms need to be completed and 

returned during the catechism period prior to Confirmation.  The students will receive them in 

class, or they can be downloaded from the website.  Please use care when choosing a Sponsor, it 

is a big decision! 

 

● Service Program.  Students will have a summer service program with six volunteer hours and a 

written reflection to complete prior to Confirmation.  Those students who attend Emmaus Days or 

the St. Therese Camp will be exempt from the Service Program. 

 

● Catechetical Program.  There are three opportunities for the necessary catechetical instruction 

for Confirmation.  Daily classes will be offered for one week in July and one week in August.  A 

weekly class will be offered during the regular RE schedule August through October.  Students 

will be able to choose which session best suits their schedule. Because this course is abbreviated 

in length, full attendance is required.  (TCA students receive this instruction in regular class.) 

 

● Confirmation Retreat.  All those to be Confirmed are required to attend the Confirmation 

Retreat unless they participated at Emmaus Days or the St. Therese Camp.  The retreat date is 

Saturday, September 29th from 10am until 4pm at Holy Rosary Shrine. 

 

● Confirmation Day. On Sunday, October 7th, the students will meet at Trinity Academy in the 

early afternoon and ride to the Cathedral together on a bus.  There will be a formal photo with the 

Bishop.  The Mass begins at 3:30pm.  After the ceremony, our newly confirmed will be available 

for more photos and then released to celebrate with their families and will return home with them. 



LaSalle Catholic Confirmation Catechetical Program 

For TCA Religious Education Students 
 
Prerequisites 
 

The confirmation program presumes the candidate 

is a baptized, registered parishioner who has made 

his or her first communion, and has successfully 

completed the seventh grade religious education 

program with a passing grade.   

 

Those who took but did not pass the seventh grade 

program must either repeat the grade and delay their 

confirmation or complete an online video study 

course which will be given to them as part of the 

catechetical program. 

 

Those who have not taken the seventh grade 

religious education program at all must do so before 

beginning the catechetical program for confirmation. 
 

 

Class Options 
 
Our Confirmation date has been set for Sunday, 

October 7th at the Cathedral with Bishop Jenky.  That 

doesn’t give us a lot of class time to prepare for the 

reception of the sacrament.  This means that every 

minute counts!  We are offering three different 

options for our students to complete the necessary 

catechesis.   Please choose one carefully, as 

absences are not permitted. 

 

Option 1: July 16-20; 10:30-Noon at the Omega 

Room at the Parish Office on 4th Street. 

 

Option 2: August 6-10; 10:30-Noon at the Omega 

Room at the Parish Office on 4th Street. 

 

Option 3: Wednesday Evenings during the regular 

RE schedule at TCA: August 29 - October 3. 

 

Classes involve prayer, reading, and discussions as 

well as two short written assignments.  Because of 

the abbreviated length, the course is assessed as 

Pass/Fail. 
 

Religious Education & Sacramental Fee 
 
The standard tuition for Trinity Catholic Academy 

Religious Education is $100 per semester per family.  

There is also $35 fee for those in sacramental years. 

 

If the confirmation candidate is the only student, they 

are responsible for one quarter fee ($50) and the 

sacramental fee ($35) for a total due of $85 at the 

time of the catechetical program. 

 

If there are other siblings attending classes, the 

regular rate of $100 per semester per family applies 

with the addition of the $35 sacramental fee.  The 

total due at the start of the catechetical program will 

be $135, which includes the first semester fee for the 

other children. 

 

Please know the parishes do not make money from 

these fees.  They only partially cover the cost of the 

RE program which, for confirmation, also includes 

the retreat, two meals, transportation to the 

Cathedral, and professional photos.  Financial 

assistance is available, please see the request form 

on the website. 
 

 

Registration 
 

Just show up!  Students should come promptly to the 

class option they chose above.  We will be ready 

with all needed materials. 

 



LaSalle Catholic Confirmation Service Project 
 

 

Service Rationale 
 

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and 
one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,’ and yet you 
do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has 
no works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show 
me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.” St. 
James 2:14-18 

 
Service to others and the community is an essential part of the Christian’s life.  The service 
project’s aim is to encourage our young Confirmandi to explore first-hand the different 
ways they are able to help others in the name of Christ.  The project should not be seen 
as gaining hours as points towards a goal, but rather as an internship wherein a variety of 
service opportunities are explored as a beginning to a lifestyle of Christian service. 

 

  

Service Requirements 
 

1. Six hours and reflection paper must be completed before the Confirmation retreat on 
September 29th. 

2. The hours need to be documented on the included form. 
3. Choose at least two separate service activities, under separate supervisors.  A variety of 

experiences is preferred. 
4. Service to others must be offered freely and joyfully - even when we don’t initially feel 

excited about the activity.  (The maturity to set aside our own inclinations in service to 
others is a prerequisite for the service program.) 
 

 

Service Guidelines 
 

1. The beneficiaries of the service cannot be family members.  Service activities should 
expand our role in the community beyond our family. 

2. There can be no monetary compensation for the service.  Example: being an altar server 
at a funeral or wedding where a stipend is accepted cannot be used for service hours. 

3. The beneficiaries of the service should be the parish community or human persons 
outside the parish.  Example: caring for animals is nice, but our evangelical imperative is 
towards people. 

4. At least one of the service activities should be in a project in which you directly serve 
another face-to-face. Example: while setting up chairs for an event or singing in the choir 
can be used for service hours, your project must also include something more direct, 
such as helping at the food pantry, visiting the nursing home, or volunteering at Totus 
Tuus. 

 

  



Service Opportunities 
 
Candidates are free to choose their own service activities, provided that the above requirements 
and guidelines are followed.  Be sure there is a supervisor able to verify your presence.  These 
are some examples: 
 

• Altar Server: for service hours please especially remember to be prompt and to wear 
dress shoes.  Not a server?  Contact frcarlson@lasallecatholic.org to sign up. 

• Sing in the Choir: contact Alex for details adittmer@lasallecatholic.org.  
• Become a Reader at Mass: contact Julie jbrown@lasallecatholic.org.  You must commit 

for the full Fall Schedule (September through November).  We will be able to guarantee 
at least two hours for those who sign up before July. 

• Totus Tuus Summer Program: see youth volunteer form and requirements online. 
• Parish Summer Events: setup/cleanup for the Mitch McVicer concert, the Bazaar, 

Kermes, Ventas after Spanish Mass, etc. 
• Visit-a-Vet Program: 10am on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.  Spend time with 

residents at Illinois Veterans Home in La Salle.  Contact Susan to register at 815 224 
4663 or at scully@illinois.gov. 

• Illinois Valley Food Pantry: help with carry outs every Wednesday 3-6pm, must wear 
shoes, no flip flops. 

• Hall Township Food Pantry in Spring Valley: contact hallfoodpantry@comcast.net. 
• Liberty Village: assist with resident activities.  Those under 14 need parents to 

participate as well (need background check consent).  Contact Sabrina at 
activity@libertyvillageofperu.com. 

• YMCA Activities: contact Mike Wallaert. 
• Parish Grounds and Gardens: contact Sr. Norberta at srnoberta@lasallecatholic.org  
• Participate in local Pro Life activities or assist the Crisis Pregnancy Centers. 
• Care for the lawns of elderly or sick neighbors free of charge. 
• Gather supplies or volunteer to help at one of the PADS shelters/stores. 
• Create and deliver care packages to the homebound, missionaries, or military personnel. 

  

 

Reflection Paper 
 
Students are asked to prepare a 3-4 page paper (1” margins, Times New Roman, double 
spaced) reflecting on their service experiences.  The reflection paper might consider these 
questions: 
 

• What did I do?  When did I do it?  For whom? Why did I choose this work? 
• How did I feel doing the work? What impact did it have on me? 
• How did that work benefit others? 
• How did I experience God in the work? 
• Which of the Corporal or Spiritual Works of Mercy were involved in my service? 
• How did my service connect to what Jesus asks of us in Matthew 25:31-46? 
• How does charitable service work relate to being a Confirmed Catholic? 
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LaSalle Catholic Parishes

Service Log

Service Activity Service Description Date Hours Supervisor Name Supervisor Signature



 

Candidate Statement of Intention 

 

In presenting myself freely and willingly as a candidate for the Sacrament of Confirmation, I affirm my intention of 

living the fullness of the Christian life at all times.  Specifically in this time of preparation, I commit myself to the 

following: 
 

 I will include prayer and meditation as an integral part of my day. 

 I will attend Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. 

 I will make regular Sacramental Confessions (beyond regular TCA or RE Confession). 

 I will cultivate a spiritual relationship with my chosen Confirmation Saint through prayer and study. 

 I will frequently and devoutly receive Holy Communion in the State of Grace. 

 I will engage fully in the Confirmation Preparation Program, including regular class attendance, retreat 

participation, and the completion of my Christian Service Hours.  
 

I understand that failure to undertake this commitment with sincerity and determination will make me ill-prepared to 

receive the Sacrament and may even delay the reception of Confirmation until next year. 

Confirmation Application 
Please return this completed form to the LaSalle Catholic Parishes Office, 

725 Fourth Street, LaSalle, IL 61301 ▪ Tel: 815-223-6041 ▪ Fax: 815-223–0523 

Confirmation Candidate 

Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of Confirmation together constitute the sacraments of Christian initiation, 

whose unity must be safeguarded. It must be explained to the faithful that the reception of the sacrament of 

Confirmation is necessary for the completion of baptismal grace. For by the sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] 

are more perfectly bound to the Church and are enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, as 

true witnesses of Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed. (CCC 1285) 

Signature of Candidate 

Main Phone Number 

(        ) 

Mailing Address of Baptismal Church 

Email 

First Name Last Name Suffix Middle Name 

Registered Parish: 

St. Hyacinth St. Patrick 

Church of Baptism 

City  

Date of Baptism (MM/DD/YYYY) 

     /        / 
All candidates must be of a registered family in a LaSalle Parish.  

Non-parishioners will need prior approval and a letter of 

permission from their home pastor.  Because Sacramental 

notations are sent to be made on the original baptismal entry, we 

require the place and date of baptism.   

Zip Code State 

Date 

Pre-Confirmation Checklist 

□ TCA / RE attendance 

□ Retreat participation  

□ Service Program Verified 

□ Sponsor form completed 

with letter if applicable 

□ Certificate completed

Post-Confirmation Checklist 

□ Confirmation recorded in 

parish registry

□ Confirmation recorded in 

Parish Census Book 

□ Confirmation notification 

sent to baptismal parish O
ff

ic
e

 
U

se
  

Home Address City  Zip Code State 



 

The Candidate’s Sponsor 

The Candidate’s Parents (for minors) 
Father 

Mother 

Please note:  At least one parent of the candidate must 

be registered as a parishioner in a LaSalle parish and the 

candidate must be registered as a member of that 

household.  If the candidate is not a registered member 

of a LaSalle parish, we must have a letter of permission 

from the candidate’s home pastor.  Please call the parish 

office for more information. 

Parental Statement of Agreement 

 

The Church teaches that the Sacrament of Confirmation completes and fulfills the grace received in the Sacrament 

of Baptism.  Candidates for Confirmation must be actively living the faith that was first professed in their name at their 

baptism.  It is the responsibility of the parents and godparents who made witness to this faith and are recorded in the 

baptismal register to be certain that the candidate is prepared to receive the indelible mark of Confirmation. 
 

Such preparedness requires that the parents of the candidate are committed to the following: 
 

 to accept and fulfill their role as the primary educators of their son/daughter in the faith 

 to defend the faith and answer questions and doubts that arise in adolescence (parents should possess at least a 

Bible and a Catechism of the Catholic Church for this task) 

 to model prayer, virtue, and holiness in all aspects of personal and family life 

 to participate as a family in Mass each Sunday and holy day of obligation 

 to receive the Sacrament of Confession regularly and to be certain the candidate does the same 

 to ensure faithful completion of all Confirmation program requirements  

 to be a living witness of Christian joy, patience, and courage 
 

If you, the parent(s) of this candidate, are willing to renew this commitment first made at your child’s baptism, or to 

support your Catholic spouse as he/she fulfills them, please sign and place today’s date in the spaces below. 

Father’s signature/date Mother’s signature/date 

First Name 

Last Name 

Please note:  The Confirmation sponsor must be an active member of the church in good 

standing.  He or she must be registered in a parish, have received the Sacraments of 

Initiation, be at least 16 years of age, and not married outside the Catholic Church.  

Parents are not able to be sponsors.  Each sponsor must complete the Confirmation 

Sponsor Form and have his/her home pastor certify it.   

The Candidate’s Choice of Name 

It is the longstanding custom in the Church for confirmation candidates to take on an 

additional Christian name at their confirmation.  This name is generally that of a saint that 

they wish to invoke as a special heavenly patron and as a role model to imitate on earth.  

The process of choosing a confirmation name requires prayer and reflection and perhaps 

even some research.  Each candidate should know about the life, spirituality, and 

particular virtues of their chosen patron.  If the candidate’s baptismal name is that of a 

recognized saint, he or she may also choose to reclaim that name for use at confirmation. 

Confirmation Name 



 

Confirmation Sponsor Form 
Please return this completed form to the LaSalle Catholic Parishes Office 

725 Fourth Street, LaSalle, IL 61301 ▪ Tel: 815-223-6041 ▪ Fax: 815-223– 0523 

The Role of the Confirmation Sponsor 
 

Candidates for Confirmation fittingly seek the spiritual help of a sponsor.  Sponsors “must be firm believers, able and ready to help 

the confirmed on the road of Christian life. Their task is a truly ecclesial function….bearing some responsibility for the development 

and safeguarding of the grace given at Baptism.” (CCC 1255) Like parents and godparents, the sponsor shares in the responsibi lity 

for the salvation of the young soul entrusted to them.  
 

The sponsor should be a Catholic who loves and lives his or her faith and is committed to continue to grow in the knowledge and 

love of Christ and His Church.  A sponsor encourages the candidate for Confirmation by word and example to contemplate the 

divine mysteries in daily prayer, receive frequently the sacraments of Holy Communion and Sacramental Confession, and live a life 

of virtue and integrity.  A sponsor’s heart reflects the tender and affectionate love of the hearts of Jesus and Mary and the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit, providing a living model of a joyful Christian life. 

This is to certify that I,  

 

a registered member of  

 

accept the invitation to be the sponsor at the Confirmation of 

Printed Name of Sponsor 

Parish Name, City, and Sate 

Name of Candidate 

In accepting this responsibility, I solemnly affirm the following: 

• I am at least 16 years of age.  

• I have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation in the Catholic Church.  

• I am not married outside the Catholic Church. 

• I attend Mass regularly and receive the Sacraments of the Holy Eucharist and Penance regularly.  

• I am not a parent of the Confirmation candidate.  

I understand and accept the responsibility which I undertake as a Sponsor and I promise to be a support 

and example that reflects the spirit and teaching of the Roman Catholic Church and I am prepared to 

assist the Candidate by my support, encouragement and prayer.  

Signature of Sponsor 

Sponsor Telephone Sponsor Street Address, City, State 

Sponsor Certification 

This is to certify that this sponsor candidate is a registered member of this parish in good standing and to 

the best of my knowledge, is capable of assuming the duties and responsibilities of the role of Sponsor. 

Signature of Pastor 

Parish Name 

Pastor Certification 

Date and Parish Seal 



St. Therese Camp 

(For Girls Entering 7th – College) 

June 24 – 27, 2018 

Bishop Lane Retreat Center, Rockford 

St. Therese Camp and Retreat is for girls entering 

7th thru College. There will be separate discussion 

groups for those who are seniors and college age. 

The Church’s history is filled with amazing women that lived their vocations fully.  were 

consecrated religious sisters.  Through prayer, service and life lived in community 

these women brought Christ to those they met sand changed the world.  If you’ve ever 

been interested talking to sisters about religious life, consider attending St. Therese. 

 

St. Therese Camp and Retreat is for young women interested in exploring and praying 

about the great vocations to which the Lord calls you—no matter what that might be.   

 

We are blessed to have a number of religious communities present for the entire 

camp and retreat.  For more information, including registration forms, please visit 

www.rockforddiocese.org/vocations.  The LaSalle parishes will be happy to arrange 

scholarships for those who would benefit from financial assistance. 



Emmaus Days 2018 

After Jesus’ Resurrection the disciples encountered a 

mysterious man while walking down the road to Emmaus.  It 

was a lifechanging encounter as he opened their minds to the 

truth of Gods plan for this world and for their lives.  The 

disciples themselves said their hearts were burning within 

them during this journey with the man.  At nightfall the 

companion opened their eyes and they could see that it was 

none other than Jesus himself who had been walking with 

them, teaching and encouraging them.   

 

This is an experience that all of Jesus’ disciples should have at 

some point in their lives.  Sadly, in our noisy world that 

rarely looks beyond itself, our young men rarely have an 

opportunity for these transformative spiritual experiences.  

An authentic encounter with the Lord at a young age can do 

more to positively impact their life’s direction than anything 

else. 

 

Emmaus Days is a summer program for young men 

sponsored by the Diocese of Peoria. By providing a spiritual, 

fun environment, we help make participants more aware of 

God’s presence in their lives and get them excited about 

living their faith.  At the heart of this discovery process lies 

the development of a healthy masculine spirituality. Emmaus 

Days is full of opportunities to pray and learn, from 

Confession and Eucharistic Adoration to a variety of 

devotions like the Rosary and Scapular.  Participants are also 

given the chance to interact with priests, seminarians and 

others their own age, both in serious spiritual matters and 

many lighthearted activities. 

 

Please encourage your young men to come to Emmaus Days 

this year.  Other camps, athletics, and activities will become a 

distant memory over the years.  But what happens on the 

road to Emmaus is never forgotten! 



Sessions and Details 

Session I: June 22-25, 2018 (High School Graduate/College) 

Session II: June 29-July 2, 2018 (Junior & Senior High School) 

 

Sessions I and II are held at the St. John’s Newman Center in Champaign right at the heart of the University of Illinois.  

This new facility has inhouse dormitory facilities and a great cafeteria.  It is attached to a beautiful and historic chapel. 

Participants are given the opportunity to deepen their faith and focus on God's will through prayer and the 

Sacraments. These sessions also include discussions on personal holiness, radically living the faith in the world, and 

vocational discernment towards marriage or the priesthood / religious life. 

 

Session III: July 8-11, 2018 (Freshman & Sophomores) 

Session IV: July 11-13, 2018 (Seventh & Eighth Grade) 

 

Sessions III and IV are held at Notre Dame High School in Peoria, the largest high school in the diocese. These days are 

designed to help young men get excited about living their faith. Participants will hear informational talks and 

participate in structured prayer. In addition, there are plenty of fun-filled activities like basketball, cookouts, bonfires, 

concerts, soccer, ultimate Frisbee, card games, and more. These sessions are run as a traditional summer camp.  So 

leave the electronics behind, but bring your sleeping bag for your army cot!  The days are full, but you’ll leave 

spiritually refreshed and energized. 

 

For years now the LaSalle Parishes have been leaders in sending many young men to Emmaus Days.  Most who go one 

year will return the next.  Come see why these days mean so much to our young men!  Applications are available on 

the parish website.  A video presentation is also available for the different sessions at comeandfollowme.org.  The 

Emmaus Days fees are low, but if you need a scholarship, the parish is very happy to help with costs. 




