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Andy on Trial

Please complete these reflection questions carefully.  Think before you write.  Use conventional English grammar and spelling.  Use complete sentences.  Be sure to answer all the requested statements and questions.  Use a different color for your responses.  (Don’t type in black).  Save a copy with your name in the .docx file and send it to me (frcarlson@lasallecatholic.org).
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1. Living in society requires something of ourselves.  Read these few lines from the first Holy Father  (I Peter 2:13-17).  What does St Peter say about the role and importance of even human authority?  How does this apply to J. Howard Jackson (the publisher) and Sheriff Taylor?  Why does Jackson not appear in Mayberry for his summons at first?  

2. How prevalent is Mr. Jackson’s attitude in today’s society?  How do most people today respond to their civic duty and respect for law?  Are children raised to respect the law, or only to avoid punishment?  Why did Andy warn Mr. Jackson that he had better be reaching for a comb or a handkerchief?  Is Andy trying to teach Mr. Jackson or trying to make a big name for himself, as Jackson accuses?

3. Jesus teaches us how to respond when someone sins against us (Matthew 5:39).  How is that?  If Mr. Jackson truly felt wronged, would it be okay for him to try to ‘get even’?  What else could have he done if he disagreed with Andy?

4. According to St. Paul (Ephesians 2:8-10), who is entitled to boast?  According to St. James (James 4:10), who is supposed to lift us up?  Apply both of these scriptural admonitions to Deputy Barney Fife.[image: image2.png]



5. Was it Barney’s intention to hurt Andy?  How often, in your observation, do high school students tear others down to raise themselves up?  What can we learn from this episode in how we treat others?

6. Pride is one of our greatest weaknesses.  How does the reporter (Jean Boswell) use this against Barney?  How can the Devil use pride against each of us?

7. Both Barney and Mr. Jackson knew they had done wrong; compare their individual reactions.

8. With regards to your thoughts above about the proper respect for law, what is your opinion of Barney’s “taut ship” view of law enforcement in applying laws and Sheriff Taylor’s approach?  (You may want to mention Emma Watson’s jaywalking case.)  Can Andy enforce the law and still value human dignity and service?
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9. Read St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (Ephesians 4:31-32).  What does he say about forgiveness?  Does Andy live us to this in regards to Barney?  How so?

