A Decree of
His Excellency, The Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, CSC
By the Grace of God and the Favor of the Apostolic See
BISHOP OF PEORIA
Concerning the Gift of Sacred Indulgences for the Year of Faith
In a decree of September 14, 2012, His Eminence Manuel Cardinal Monteiro de Castro, Major Penitentiary of the Catholic Church
outlined several indulgences available to the Faithful: “During the whole span of the Year of Faith, proclaimed from October 11, 2012
to the whole of November 24, 2013, all individual faithful truly repentant, duly confessed, communing sacramentally, and who pray
according to the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff, will be able to acquire a plenary indulgence from the temporal punishment for their
sins imparted by God’s mercy, applicable in suffrage to the souls of the deceased faithful.”
His Eminence then lists a number of special exercises of piety to be undertaken in order to fulfill the obligations of the indulgences.
He further empowers diocesan bishops to decree certain additional exercises for the faithful of their Local Churches. Therefore, I am
happy to decree that the Faithful of the Diocese of Peoria, fulfilling the usual requirements above, may obtain a Plenary Indulgence:
Every time they visit by way of pilgrimage the Cathedral Church of Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception; the diocesan
shrines of the Rosary in LaSalle, of Our Lady of the Fields in Hooppole, of Blessed Fra Angelico in Peoria or the Chapel of
the Holy Family at Nazareth Retreat House and take part there in some sacred function or at least pause for an apt time of
recollection with pious meditations, concluding with the recitation of the Our Father, the Profession of Faith in any legitimate
form, invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary and, according to the case, to Holy Apostles or Patrons;
On the Solemnities of Christ the King in 2012 and 2013, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the Feast of St. Joseph
the Worker, the Solemnity of Pentecost, and the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, in any sacred place that they participate in a
solemn Mass or the Liturgy of the Hours, adding the Profession of Faith in any legitimate form;
Further, “in order that access to the Sacrament of Penance and the obtaining of divine forgiveness through the power of the
Keys is pastorally facilitated,” for any priest hearing confessions of the faithful in the Cathedral and the Shrines and Chapels
listed above during the year of faith, I happily extend the faculties limited to the internal forum, according to canon 508,
paragraph 1; namely, the lifting of all undeclared latae sententiae censures which are not reserved to the Apostolic See.
As Chief Shepherd of this Local Church in Peoria, I highly encourage the pastors of the Diocese and those who help them in the work
of handing on the Faith to instruct their people in the rich theology of Indulgences and to encourage their people to always desire the
Mercy of God generously provided through the Sacraments and the rich treasury of the Church’s Indulgences, some of which are
expressed in this decree for this special Year of Faith.
The present decree is valid only for the Year of Faith, any contrary disposition notwithstanding.
Given at my Chancery on this 15th Day of October, the Feast of St. Teresa of Jesus, Doctor.

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
BISHOP OF PEORIA
Attesting:

Monsignor James E. Kruse, VG, JCL
Vicar General, Vicar Judicialis

